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Relay Foods adding prepared food
to its menu

Posted: Friday, June 21, 2013 12:00 am | Updated: 12:06 am, Sat Jun 22, 2013.

BY MICKEY GORMAN Richmond Times­Dispatch

Relay Foods is getting into the prepared foods business.

The Charlottesville­based company, which specializes in grocery delivery, has signed a
lease for restaurant space in Shockoe Bottom where its chefs will make meals and the
company will deliver them to customers.

The prepared foods service is the first for
Relay Foods. It should begin next month.

Since it was created in 2008, Relay Foods’
bread­and­butter has been partnering with
dozens of vendors, including grocers,
butcher shops, farmers and markets, and
allowing customers to place orders online.
The company then delivers the order to
specific drop­offs or to homes.

Business News About Richmond­Area Companies

Recommend 2

NEWS METRO BUSINESS OPINION SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT/LIFE WEATHER OBITUARIES BLOGS CONTESTS CLASSIFIEDS JOBS REAL ESTATE CARS MARKETPLACE

http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/timesdispatch.com/business/local/companies/L32/1875091715/TopRight/BHMedia/rtd_house_SummerCookbookGiveaway_2013_06_04/0002998630-02.jpg/5950316c4c5645777569494144623755?x
http://www.timesdispatch.com/
https://subscribe.timesdispatch.com/authenticate.htm
http://www.timesdispatch.com/services/manage-subscriptions/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/about/contact-us/
http://richmondmediagroup.net/
http://www.youtube.com/RTDnewsroom
http://richmond.upickem.net/engine/Registration.aspx?contestid=75257
http://pinterest.com/rtdnews/
https://plus.google.com/103607718531682014879/posts
https://twitter.com/rtdnews
http://www.facebook.com/TimesDispatch
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/latest-news
http://www.timesdispatch.com/business/tribune-co-to-acquire-tv-stations-including-richmond-s-wtvr/article_e18b8114-e24f-11e2-8c4d-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/local/tri-cities/dinwiddie/year-old-identified-as-victim-in-dinwiddie-pickup-truck-wreck/article_3429573e-e24b-11e2-af89-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/local/henrico/shot-in-eastern-henrico-near-montrose-heights/article_45eca492-e22f-11e2-a1aa-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/local/city-of-richmond/traffic-alert-i--north-daytime-lane-closure-in-richmond/article_4ac327b4-e22c-11e2-b98d-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/state-regional/ap/acting-on-complaint-feds-examine-augusta-voting-precincts/article_86357910-e22b-11e2-9add-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/state-regional/ap/accounts-at-failed-lynchburg-credit-union-await-repayment/article_254252ec-e229-11e2-a2e4-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/state-regional/ap/virginia-beach-considers-allowing-bicycles-on-beaches/article_fd779b66-e226-11e2-a34a-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/entertainment-life/cirque-du-soleil-artist-dies-after-fall-in-vegas/article_2fcc4292-e1eb-11e2-8c13-0019bb30f31a.html
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/timesdispatch.com/business/local/companies/L32/1561559753/Top1/BHMedia/rtd_AllenandAllen_2013_07_01/rtd_AllenandAllen_2013_07_01-pencil.html/5950316c4c5645777569494144623755
http://www.timesdispatch.com/business/local/companies/relay-foods-adding-prepared-food-to-its-menu/article_729827bb-b524-59ee-864f-133d33e983a5.html?mode=story
http://www.timesdispatch.com/business/local/companies/relay-foods-adding-prepared-food-to-its-menu/article_729827bb-b524-59ee-864f-133d33e983a5.html#facebook-comments
http://www.timesdispatch.com/content/tncms/live/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesdispatch.com%2Fbusiness%2Flocal%2Fcompanies%2Frelay-foods-adding-prepared-food-to-its-menu%2Farticle_729827bb-b524-59ee-864f-133d33e983a5.html&related=RTDNews%2CRTDNews&text=Relay%20Foods%20adding%20prepared%20food%20to%20its%20menu&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesdispatch.com%2Fbusiness%2Flocal%2Fcompanies%2Frelay-foods-adding-prepared-food-to-its-menu%2Farticle_729827bb-b524-59ee-864f-133d33e983a5.html%23.UdGXvA-FRLc.twitter&via=RTDNews
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesdispatch.com%2Fbusiness%2Flocal%2Fcompanies%2Frelay-foods-adding-prepared-food-to-its-menu%2Farticle_729827bb-b524-59ee-864f-133d33e983a5.html
http://www.timesdispatch.com/content/tncms/live/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/content/tncms/live/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.timesdispatch.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.timesdispatch.com/business/local/companies/relay-foods-adding-prepared-food-to-its-menu/article_729827bb-b524-59ee-864f-133d33e983a5.html?mode=print
http://www.timesdispatch.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.timesdispatch.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/timesdispatch.com/business/local/companies/315837322/Middle1/default/empty.gif/5950316c4c5645777569494144623755?x
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/news/local/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/business/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/opinion/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/sports/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/entertainment-life/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/weather/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/obituaries/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/blogs/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/contests/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/classifieds/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/classifieds/jobs/
http://homes.richmond.com/welcome/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/classifieds/vehicle/
http://www.timesdispatch.com/marketplace-contest/


7/1/13 Relay Foods adding prepared food to its menu - Richmond Times Dispatch: Business News About Richmond-Area Companies

www.timesdispatch.com/business/local/companies/relay-foods-adding-prepared-food-to-its-menu/article_729827bb-b524-59ee-864f-133d33e983a5.html 2/4

Showcase

LEAD TEACHER

STOCKS

Enter symbol Get Quote
Symbol lookup

 Nyse ETF 83.68
0.67 0.43% 

 Nasd_ETFs 344.28
2.96 0.09% 

 TTIx S&P 500 ETFs Index 1619.03
14.59 0.91% 

 Russell 2K 977.475
2.449 0.25% 

 10 Yr Treasury Note EOD 2.478
UNCH 0.0

Active Markets
Last Updated: 10:15AM EDT 07/01/2013

TOP 50 EMPLOYERS

CLICK HERE for our annual list of the Richmond area's
Top 50 Employers

Sign up for Breaking NewsSign up for Breaking News
 

Email: Enter Email  Subscribe

TOP JOBS

TweetTweet 2 0 1

But Kevin Kurzendoerfer, Relay Foods’
senior vice president of operations, said
there has been an increasing demand for
prepared foods.

“We will be using all of those same foods
we already offer,” Kurzendoerfer said. “We
expect it to be wildly successful.”

Relay Foods delivers groceries from 155
vendors to residents in Richmond,
Charlottesville, Williamsburg and the
Washington­Baltimore region.

The prepared foods kitchen at 1717 E. Franklin St. will serve as a hub for all of the
company’s customers. Dishes ordered by customers in Baltimore, for instance, will be
prepared in the Richmond kitchen.

Prepared foods being offered from a grocery vendor is not a new idea, Kurzendoerfer
said.

But opening its own kitchen will allow Relay Floods to offer more prepared food
options to its customers that were otherwise prohibited by U.S. Department of
Agriculture regulations, he said.

Relay Foods hired chef Ernie LaBrecque months ago to help the company pick the
right­sized restaurant kitchen to accommodate its customer base. LaBrecque, who will
be heading the kitchen operations, will be in charge of setting the menu and preparing
dishes.

Kurzendoerfer said the company will not know what the new menu will look like until
July, when the kitchen is slated to open. He said that the menu will rotate to offer fresh
options and that it will accommodate any kind of dietary requirement.

To start, the kitchen will prepare foods only for delivery orders.

However, Kurzendoerfer said Relay Foods plans to be creative with the space.

“When the timing is right we may use it for customer events,” Kurzendoerfer said.

Kurzendoerfer mentioned a cooking seminar as an example of a possible customer
event.

In April, Relay Foods got an infusion of capital – $8.25 million – to expand its services
and make operational improvements.
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